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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MOPS, PINS, MZ 

SUB J : COMMUNIQUE SUMMARIZING OPERATION OF PORTUGUESE ARMED 
FORCES IN MOZAMBIQUE DURING FIRST SIX MONTHS OF 1973 

REF: ( A) L. M. 76, JAN 30; ( B) A-19, FEB 9; ( C) L. M. 247, 

APR 13 ( NOTAL); ( D) L. M. A-55, APR 20 ( NOTAL) 

1. PRESS OF JULY 4 CARRIES MOZAMBIQUE ARMED FORCES HIGH COMMAND 
COMMUNIQUE NO. 18/73, DATED JULY 3, SUMMARIZING MILITARY 
ACTION FROM JAN. 1, 1971 THROUGH JUNE 30, 1973. 

2. FIGURES FOR 1971 AND 1972 HAVE ALREADY BEEN REPORTED 

IN REFS. A AND B, EXCEPT THOSE UNDER HEADING " PEOPLE LIBER- 
ATED FROM ENEMY CONTROL" WHICH REPORTED BELOW. 
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EM FIGURES FOR FIRST SIX MONTHS 1973 FOLLOW: 

A. ACTIVITIES OF PORTUGUESE FORCES INCLUDED: LAND OPERATIONS - 
4,202; AIR MISSIONS - 8,697; NAVAL MISSIONS - 381; OPERATIONAL 
PERSONNEL TRANSPORTED BY AIR - 29,614; CARGO TRANSPORTED 

BY AIR 1,056 TONS; FLIGHT HOURS FOR AERIAL LOUDSPEAKERS - 
963; PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS DISTRIBUTED BY AIR - 2,150,000. 

B. RESULTS OBTAINED FROM PORTUGUESE ACTION INCLUDED: ENEMY 
REFUGES DESTROYED - 588; WEAPONS CAPTURED - 452; FRET IMP 
PERSONNEL KILLED OR SERIOUSLY WOUNDED - 823; FRELIMO PER- 
SONNEL CAPTURED OR SURRENDERED - 82; FRELIMO LEADERS CAPTURED 
OR SURRENDERED - 3; TOTAL FRELIMO LOSSES - 908; PERSONS 
LIBERATED FROM ENEMY CONTROL: 1971 - 11,267; 1972 - MORE THAN 
12,000; 1973 - 4,302. 

COMMENT: ABOVE FIGURES COMPARED WITH THOSE OF PREVIOUS TWO 
YEARS SHOW INCREASED RATE OF PORTUGUESE LAND, SEA, AND AIR 
OPERATIONS WITH CORRESPONDING GAIN IN LOSSES INFLICTED ON 
GUERRILLAS. HOWEVER. DROP IN NUMBER OF FRELIMO ELEMENTS 
CAPTURED OR SURRENDERED MAY SIGNIFY HARDENING OF FRELIMO 
MORALE, OR DECREASING EFFECTIVENESS OF PORTUGUESE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
ACTION, OR SIMPLY THAT THERE NOT AS MANY POTENTIAL DEFECTORS 
LEFT IN FRELIMO RANKS. 

VAN OSS 
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